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When the new leadership (Aoun/Salam) came to 
power, the country was overtaken by euphoria. 
Approval ratings for both leaders surged to 
unprecedented levels. Expectations, however, were 
unrealistic—both in scope and in timeline. The new 
team was expected to (not necessarily in that order): 
disarm Hezbollah, halt Israeli aggression, restore 
bank deposits, combat corruption, fight poverty, 
upgrade the infrastructure (especially electricity), 
stimulate economic growth, and repair relations 
with Saudi Arabia and other Gulf countries, including 
ending the ban on Lebanese exports and travel to 
Lebanon. None of these objectives were achieved, 
even though many steps were taken in their 
direction. But people—after years of crisis—want to 
see tangible results that affect their livelihoods as 
well as their sense of security. Euphoria was replaced 
with realism and with it lower approval ratings.
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